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SOUTH DAKOTA

Rev. Scott Sailer
District President 

When the movie 
“Dances with Wolves” 
was filmed in South 
Dakota back in 1990, 
it was a big deal for 
our state. I was a 
little closer to the 
action than most as 
the Sailers lived out 
in Hot Springs at that time, and Larry 
Belitz, a member of our congregation at 
Bethesda Lutheran Church, served as 
an artistic consultant for the movie. In 
fact, Larry made the buffalo-hide tee-
pees and did other work for the movie.

“Dances with Wolves” is about the re-
lationship between a Civil War soldier See MESSAGE, page 2

(played by Kevin Costner) and the 
Sioux Indians of western Dakota Ter-
ritory. The soldier arrives at his remote 
military outpost only to find out that it 
didn’t exist any longer. Undeterred, he 
continued to operate as though his little 
patch of wilderness was an established 
installation. His discipline helped him 
survive. Over time, he learned to adapt 
to his surroundings and to communi-
cate with those who lived there. 

He learned to adapt and to communi-
cate.

That strikes me as the kind of outlook 
we ought to have as God’s people in our 
21st-century culture, as those called 
to take the Gospel to all nations. Our 

congregations are Gospel outposts, and 
they ought to have a mission outlook. 

The following statements help describe 
such congregations:

Gospel-outpost congregations are 
learning places. 
They’re aware they are an alien pres-
ence in their surrounding community 
and the world in general. They are 
listening congregations — they get to 
know their neighbors without judg-
ment and learn how to respond to 
them with gentleness, self-control and 
winsomeness. They study the Scrip-
tures so that they know what to say.

Gospel-outpost congregations  
realize they are not self-sustaining. 
Their very existence is by the call of the 
Spirit through the Gospel. They realize 
that it is the Lord who builds His 
Church through His Means of Grace 
(Word and Sacraments), and the con-
gregations depend on Him. They are 
faithful to God’s Word, which includes 
His call to share His love by word and 
deed.

Gospel-outpost congregations  
take risks. 
They risk rejection as they witness 
and reach out in their communities. 
They live outside their comfort zones, 
understanding that time, money and 
energy often must be sacrificed to im-
pact others with the Gospel. They are 
willing to risk failure in undertaking a 
creative ministry that demonstrates the 
mercy of Christ.

Gospel outposts
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Send submissions for the 
district supplement to:
Vonda Sturzenbecher

▶  vsturzenbecher@yahoo.com
▶  8605 Woodland Dr.;  

Black Hawk, SD 57718
The deadline for the June-July issue is April 
15. (The combined issue will be out in early 
June; publication of the magazine continues 
in August.)

MESSAGE (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

ACCEPTED
▶  Rev. Kory Janneke, associate, Faith, 

Sioux Falls, accepted the call to St. 
Matthews, Warrens, Wis., March 6.

▶  Rev. Robert M. Hinckley Jr., can-
didate status, Sioux Falls, accepted 
the call as pastor to Zion, Chamber-
lain, March 7.

DECLINED
▶  Rev. Jesse Davis, Zion/First English, 

Hurley/Centerville, declined a call 
to Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran 
Church, Thompson Falls, Mont., 
March 10.

VACANCIES 
▶  Brandon, Blessed Redeemer  

(associate)

▶  Cresbard/Wecota, Concordia/ 
Immanuel

▶  Huron, Mount Calvary (associate)

▶  Leola, St. Paul
▶  Menno/Scotland, Immanuel/ 

St. Paul
▶  Presho/Reliance, Zion/Trinity
▶  Rapid City, Zion (associate)

▶  Sioux Falls, Memorial (associate)

▶  Sioux Falls, Zion (associate)

▶  Sioux Falls, Faith (associate)

Call 
Information

Gospel-outpost congregations 
are filled with joy. 
The pastor, other professional 
church workers and laypeople — 
young and old — understand they 
share Christ’s victory over sin, death 
and the devil. Life wins and it’s 
forever! They reflect the joyful news 
of the Lord’s victory in their lives as 
the redeemed people of God.

How is your congregation doing as 
a Gospel outpost? 

Are your boards and committees 
functioning in a mission mode? 

Are you?

Your servant in Christ,
Pastor Scott Sailer
Rom. 1:16, 16:25-27  
“not ashamed of the Gospel.”
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Trinity Lutheran Church, Fairfax

We are joyfully Lutheran! Jesus has 
done it all. His life, death and resur-
rection have reconciled us to God. And 
the Father’s gift of His Son means all 
good things come from Him. The Holy 
Spirit calls us through the Gospel and 

Your turn

enlightens us with His gifts. All from 
God, all given to us in His Word and 
Sacraments. 

This is fully Lutheran. This is joy. This 
is joyfully Lutheran!

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Syn-
od’s 2019 convention theme is “Joy:-
fully Lutheran,” and we want to hear 
your stories of how this joy is reflected 
in your life. Visit joyfullylutheran.org/
yourturn to learn how.

Let’s share with the world what it 
means to be joyfully Lutheran. Let’s 
tell the world about the love of God in 
Christ Jesus. 
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Dakota Dunes 
welcomes the 
Richerts

From left, (front row) Revs. Dr. 
Michael Kumm, Paul Schulz, 
Dr. Wilhelm Torgerson, Jere-
my Richert, Scott Sailer, Jesse 
Davis, Paul Albers; (middle row) 
David Zirpel, Donald Meyer, Dr. 
Ray Ohlendorf, David Linkugel, 
Russ Senstad; (back row) Daniel 
Grimmer, Paul Warnier, Charles 
Horkey, Lee Schmidt, Steven 
Stoll and Ken Johnson. At left, 
Jeremy with his wife, Laura.On Sunday, Feb. 17, Rev. Jeremy D. 

Richert was installed as pastor of Holy 
Cross Lutheran Church, Dakota Dunes. 
Jeremy, a 2014 graduate of Concordia 
Lutheran Theological Seminary in St. 
Catherine’s, Ontario, had since been 
serving in the Lutheran Church—Can-
ada for a dual parish in Magrath and 
Milk River, Alberta. He and his wife, 
Laura (nee Seaman), have been married 
since 2016. 

For the service of Installation, Rev. Dr. 
Wilhelm Torgerson of  Windsor, On-
tario, served as the preacher; Rev. Dr. 
Michael Kumm, who recently retired 
as Holy Cross pastor, was the liturgist; 
Rev. Scott Sailer, South Dakota District 
president, was the officiant; and the 
Revs. Paul Albers (Vermillion), Jesse 

Davis (Centerville-Hurley) and Ken 
Johnson (Avon-Springfield, circuit 
visitor) served as the lectors. 

We welcome Rev. Jeremy and Laura 
Richert to the United States, our great 
state and our beloved South Dakota 
District!

Sioux Falls Lutheran School 
(SFLS) is pleased to announce 
that Heather Miller is one 
of 79 teachers nominated for 
the 31st Annual 2019 Dr. John 
W. Harris Teacher of the Year 
award.

A Sioux Falls native, Heather is 
a member of the SFLS class of 
1996. She holds an elementary 

SFLS teacher nominated for award
education degree from Dakota 
State University, a master’s de-
gree from Concordia University, 
Portland, and a Colloquy certif-
icate from Concordia University 
Nebraska. She began teaching 
preschool at Sioux Falls Lutheran 
School in 2011. The SFLS pre-
school program has been voted 
one of the “Local Best” in Sioux 
Falls for 11 consecutive years. 

“Heather inspires young minds 
to learn by providing loving, 
individualized attention in an 
engaging and creative play-
based environment,” said Tia 
Esser, SFLS administrator. 
“Anytime you walk into her 
classroom, everyone is having 
fun. She certainly exemplifies 
what it takes to receive this 
great honor.”
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Lisa Asmus
LWML South Dakota 
District President

With love from Lisa

Fill in the blank with your name: 
For God so loved _______ 
that he gave his only Son, that 
______ believes in him and 
should not perish but have eter-
nal life (John 3:16). 

This promise is for you! At times it 
may feel hard to believe. You doubt 
your importance, your value, your 
ability to contribute. However, God 
called you His child in your bap-
tism, sent His Son, Jesus, who loved 
you so much that He stretched out His arms and died 
for your sins, and gives you the Holy Spirit who is with 
you to strengthen you and keep you in the faith. Now 
you have the opportunity, as God’s forgiven children, to 
bless others with His love. 

Here are some great opportunities coming up in our 
district for just that: 
● Join us April 26-27 at 
Divine Shepherd, Black 
Hawk, for our retreat, 
“Follow the Leader.” We 
will gather around God’s 
Word and learn about 
practical ways to share 
God’s love with others. For more information, visit  
sdlwml.org (link is at the top of the page). 

Delegates to the LWML convention in June will have 
lunch with me on Saturday. If you are a delegate, please 
plan to be there, or send someone in your place. Pastors 
and DCEs, we welcome you and are planning a lunch 
with Pastors (Daniel) Grimmer and (Steve) Weispfennig.

● Join us May 
31-June 1 for our 
mission trip to 
volunteer at the 
Orphan Grain 
Train (OGT) dis-
tribution center 
in Norfolk, Neb. What an opportunity to be the hands 
and feet of Jesus! 

Visit ogt.org, go to “What We Do” and select “Special 
Projects” from the drop-down menu to find out how 
your group can gather needed items to take with you to 
OGT. To register, go to sdlwml.org and click the link at 
the top of the page.

God loves you!

Join me in thanking God for the 
life of Ruth Neuberger, our past 
LWML South Dakota president, 
(1984-88). Born July 17, 1931, 
she received her crown of glory 
on Feb. 8.

When I visited with her for 
the first time while she was at 
the Dougherty House in Sioux 
Falls, she struggled to get words 
out but wanted me to write as 
she recited Bible verses to me: 
“Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart” (Prov. 3:5); “Bless the 
Lord, O my soul, and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name! 
(Ps. 103:1); “Serve the Lord 
with gladness” (Ps. 100:2) to 
name a few. 

She also said the phrases: “Jesus 
is coming again,” “Prepare the 
way,” “Praise the Lord anyway,” 
and “God is good.” She knew 
whose she was and that her life 
was in the hands of our loving 
Father! 

In MeMorIuM

Ruth Neuberger • 1931-2018

On Christmas Day when Aaron 
and I visited her, to our surprise, 
she was just returning from 
receiving a whirlpool spa! She 
told me that God wasn’t finished 
with her yet. She spent a few 
more weeks blessing those who 
visited her with God’s love that 
she had to share.

A memorial service was held at 
Zion, Canistota, on March 3.

● Registration is underway for 
the LWML 38th 
Biennial 
Con-
vention 
in 
Mobile, 
Ala., June 
20-23. I hope 
you are planning on attending. 
Here are times you will want 
to set aside for Thursday: If 
you plan to sing in the choir, 
practice is from noon to 2 p.m. 
Delegate orientation will be at 
2:30. 

For all attendees: The South 
Dakota district photo will be 
taken at 5:10 and please attend 
our district caucus at 5:35. 
Please contact your zone pres-
ident to let her know you are 
planning to attend so she can 
share that information with me.

If you are not attending the 
convention, please pray for the 
leaders, presenters, delegates, 
attendees, that God’s will be 
done and His name be praised 
among the nations! You are 
welcome to gather offerings for 
the following: 
▶  2019-21 LWML Mission 

Goal.

▶  Expanding Disability Min-
istry in the Dominican Re-
public, and Medical Mission 
Teams.

▶  James Storehouse Louisiana 
and Spiritual Care for Unac-
companied Refugee Children.

▶  LCMS Disaster Response/
Community Relief.

Know that God is with you in 
all that you do. He loves you! 

In praise to the Lord, we serve 
the Lord with gladness!
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Sioux FallS Zone 
report

COUNSELOR’S CORNER

You are a witness 
of Christ Jesus. 
Have you ever 
thought about that 
before? Maybe 
you’ve thought 
(as I did for 
many years) that 
witnessing is the 
province of an elite 
group of Chris-
tians: Missionar-
ies, pastors and 
perhaps a few lay-
people who have been spiritually gifted 
for the task. Maybe you’ve thought that 
as long as the people were sharing the 
Gospel, witnessing is something you 
need not personally engage in. 

But that’s not what Scripture teaches 
about bearing witness to the grace 
of God in Christ Jesus. Speaking to 
the whole nation of Israel, God spoke 
through Isaiah (43:11-12):

“ ‘I, I am the Lord, and besides me 
there is no savior. I declared and 
saved and proclaimed, when there 

body and blood at the rail. Being a 
witness of Christ Jesus then is simply 
telling others about this great hope we 
have in us because Jesus forgives our 
sins. It’s really that simple.

Of course, there are people who as 
individuals we simply don’t have access 
to in order to be witnesses, or we don’t 
have the resources individually to go to 
them and share the Good News of the 
forgiveness of sins through the death 
of Jesus on the cross. That’s where 
missionaries come in, and missionary 
organizations like the LWML. I con-
tinue to be amazed at the missionaries 
and mission projects funded by LWML 
grants. This organization is truly a 
blessing to the LCMS and to Lutheran 
missions worldwide. Every one of us 
has a part to play. And whether you 
are telling a neighbor about Jesus, or 
saving mites to support the LWML, 
you are witnessing to Christ Jesus, your 
hope and salvation.

Rev. Daniel 
Grimmer
LWML District  
Counselor

Every one a witness
was no strange god among you; 
and you are my witnesses,’ declares 
the Lord, ‘and I am God.’ ” 

Every Christian, whether pastor or 
layperson, is a witness. There is a spe-
cial form of witnessing limited to the 
pastoral office (we call it “preaching”), 
but every Christian does bear witness 
about Jesus Christ in his or her life in a 
multitude of other ways.

What does it mean for you to be a wit-
ness? Maybe you have in mind young 
Mormon men knocking on the doors 
of people they do not know and facing 
rejection after rejection as they seek to 
get an audience for their message. Rest 
assured, that’s not really what being a 
witness is all about. A witness is simply 
someone who has personal knowledge 
of something that’s in question. 

As Christians, we all have personal 
knowledge of God’s mercy in forgiving 
sinners like us through Jesus Christ, 
who died for us. In our baptism, we 
have experienced Jesus’ forgiveness 
personally, and we experience it anew 
when we are absolved and receive Jesus’ 

The ladies of the Sioux Falls Zone 
continue to “Serve the Lord with 
Gladness” in many ways. The 

children at a Sioux Falls school re-
ceive winter coats, boots and mittens 
as requested from the school’s social 
worker. Residents at the Ronald Mc-
Donald House enjoy cookies prepared 
by LWML members at the house. 
At the Fall Rally, the ladies brought 
birthday cake supplies and party 
favors to be used at the Children’s Inn. 
Church-worker students at our semi-

naries and colleges are supported with 
gifts of money and treats.

Annette Jarratt, a former LWML dis-
trict president who received her crown 
of glory in December, started a Bible 
study at her senior living center and 
used the Lutheran Women’s Quarterly 
Bible studies. The ladies in that group 
are so excited to continue this study. 

The weather last spring caused a 
postponement of the prayer service and 
the cancellation of the spring retreat. 
The ladies of Resurrection, Sioux Falls, 
will host the 2019 prayer service. The 
ladies of the Sioux Falls Zone hosted 
the LWML district convention in 2018. 
Highlights of the convention included 
the former district presidents sharing 

funny and meaningful memories of 
their years as president.

One of the Christian Life Workshops 
was held at Zion, Canistota. The 70 
people attending learned a lot and had 
a fun time in fellowship. Preparations 
are being made for the national con-
vention in Mobile, Ala., in June. Emily 
Murray of Faith, Sioux Falls, was select-
ed as a Young Woman Representative. 
Those traveling on the bus to Mobile 
will have fun singing, joking, playing 
games and getting to know each other. 

I thank God for the opportunity to be 
the zone president and ask Him for 
guidance for all the zone officers. 

Patty Peters
Sioux Falls Zone President
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LUTHERANS FOR LIFE

See LIFE, page 8

April prayers: for family

Mount Calvary members 
march in nation’s capital

Thirteen members of Mount Calvary, 
Huron, attended the 2019 March for 
Life in Washington, D.C., on Jan. 18. 
This year’s event gathered under the 
theme “Unique from Day One!” 

This was a first for Mount Calvary, but, 
moving forward, the congregation in-
tends to send a group every year as part 
of its Life ministry in order to share Je-
sus’ proclamation of life and to educate 
its members on the church’s witness in 
the world. Next year, it will even be on 
the congregation’s calendar as a sched-
uled high school youth activity.

Members of the group were inspired 
by the large number of people gathered 
in the nation’s capital to help protect 
human life as a creation of our loving 
Heavenly Father. They were embold-

The group 
received a 
warm wel-
come from 
the office 
of U.S. Sen. 
Mike Rounds 
of Pierre.

ened to speak against abortion in all 
of its forms. They were blessed to find 
themselves marching with other LCMS 
members from across the nation and 
Christians from around the world. 

One of the highlights of the trip was a 
visit to Sen. Mike Rounds’ office. While 
the senator was out on business, his 
staff (and the staff of John Thune), gave 
a warm welcome to all of the marchers 
from South Dakota and assured them 
that they were not alone in this pro-life 
effort. 

Mount Calvary members will explore 
the possibility of developing next year’s 
trip into a circuit event and invites 
anyone interested in participating to 
contact the church at office.mclc@ 
midconetwork.com.

By Rev. Caleb Schewe 

Pastor, Trinity, Corona, and Our Savior’s, 
Wilmot; and pastoral advisor,  
Lutherans For Life of South Dakota

This past January, two marches 
were held in Washington. The 
Women’s March received much 

publicity. The March for Life received 
little public-
ity. The sad 
irony is that 
the March for 
Life marched 
for a better 
life for wom-
en.

This past 
January 
marked the 
46th anniver-
sary of Roe v. 
Wade (1973), the landmark Supreme 
Court Case that brought abortion on 
demand to our nation. Two follow-up 
court cases, Doe v. Bolton (1973), and 
Planned Parenthood v. Casey (1992), 
further cemented abortion on demand 
at any point in the pregnancy. The 
numbers vary, but it seems around 60 
million abortions have been performed 
in our nation since 1973.

The mothers of these children deserve 
better than abortion. The fathers — 
who largely have no say in the matter 
despite the child in the womb being 
their child — deserve better. So too 
the babies in the womb deserve better. 
It's strange that there's so much talk 
about a woman's right to her body, 
what about the right of the baby in the 
womb? Does he or she have any say 
when the scalpel comes their way?

As Christians, we joyfully confess that 
Christ died for all sins, which includes 
the sin of abortion. The forgiveness of 
Jesus is for those who have committed 
this sin, as well as for those who in 
some way suffer from this sin. Jesus, 
with all the grace and mercy of heaven, 
is yours. Do not despair whatever your 

FOR LIFE

First Week: Pray for chastity in thought, word and deed; that 
people in every stage of life be delivered from temptation.

Second Week: Pray for mothers and fathers; that they bring 
children up in the fear and instruction of the Lord.

Third Week: Pray for children; that they receive the Lord's 
teaching with glad hearts.

Fourth Week: Pray for single-parent homes; that they not be 
ostracized in the Lord’s house but be received with joy.

Fifth Week: Pray for those who suffer from divorce; that the 
Lord's mercy work healing where there is brokenness and pain.
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Love ‘bears’  
all things...
Ruby Bemis, a member of Mount 
Calvary, Huron, makes bears to give 
to others. On Jan. 2 — her birthday 
— she donated a few to the LWML 
of Mount Calvary Lutheran Church, 
Brookings.

Bring your friends to the  
LWML South Dakota District Retreat

“Follow the Leader”
April 26-27 
Divine ShepherD lutherAn ChurCh

7308 WedgeWood drive, Black HaWk

Friday • 7 p.m.  Saturday • 9 a.m. 
(registration 6-7 p.m.) (registration 8-9 a.m.)

“What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the 
God of peace will be with you.” Phil. 4:9

Registration fee: $25 (includes Saturday lunch)
Registration due by April 12

Program presented by members of the  
LWML South Dakota District Board of Directors

Gifts from the Heart
Harvest Winds LLC 
sewing factory, Parmelee
  •  Solid color fabric of  

cotton or muslin in cuts 
of one yard or more

 • JOANN Fabric gift card

Divine Shepherd Early 
Childhood Center 
 • Walmart gift card

Part of Friday night’s  
entertainment will be provided 
by Linda Mohagen, a self-taught 
ventriloquist, from Reva. She 
sings with her puppets and does 
some interaction with the  
audience.
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RURAL & SMALL TOWN MISSION

Minneapolis, 
here we come!

The blessings and chal-
lenges facing rural and 
small-town congrega-

tions today will be addressed. 
Congregations will be encouraged 
to cultivate ways to become healthy 
churches, eager to bear witness 
for Christ, able to show mercy to 
those in need in communities and 
develop a robust life together with 
fellow members. 

We hope you’ll join us by register-
ing now and reserving your spot! 

Speakers and session topics
Keynote speakers will include Rev. 
Todd Kollbaum, director, LCMS 
Rural & Small Town Mission 
and Dr. Harold L. Senkbeil, 
Executive Director for Spiritual 
Care, DOXOLOGY. Rev. Robert 
Zagore, executive director, LCMS 
Office of National Mission, will 
lead the theme Bible study of the 
conference. 

Breakout topics include dealing 
with addictions, mental health, 
young adults in ministry, bi-voca-
tional pastors, stewardship, com-
munity engagement, partnering 
with LERT, online education and 
many other topics affecting our 
rural and small-town congrega-
tions. There is something planned 
for everyone … from layperson to 
pastor, student to teacher! 

We encourage you to bring your 
whole family to spend a few 
days together! Enjoy the Mall of 

America and take advantage of the 
special family rates that include 
access to all conference activities. 

Don’t forget that a special track for 
Youth Ministry will be returning 
this year, led by youth peer leaders 
and specially meant for your youth 
to join you as well; this option will 
have a limited number of seats 
and require attendance in all six 
sessions.

RSTM apparel
This year we will have a theme 
T-shirt in addition to our standard 
apparel; and men’s and women’s 
polos.

Order your RSTM apparel and help 
“Reach Rural America for Christ!” 
Order by Oct. 15, either online 
when registering or by contacting 
our office, so that you can pick up 
your shirt at the RSTM National 
Conference. 

The LCMS 2019 National Rural & Small Town Mission 
Conference will be held Nov. 14–16 in Minneapolis,  
at the Doubletree by Hilton Bloomington-Minneapolis South. 

Registration
Adult registration for the confer-
ence is $225/person and includes 
all plenary and breakout sessions, 
materials, Thursday dinner, Friday 
lunch and dinner and more. See 
our full form for rates for youth, 
students, families, couples, meals 
only and groups. Contact our office 
with questions. 

Hotel reservations must be made 
separately from conference regis-
tration. The Doubletree is offering 
a rate of $100/single or double 
plus applicable taxes for our group 
including breakfast buffet per 
day per occupancy level; com-
plimentary self-parking; com-
plimentary airport and Mall of 
America shuttle. 

More information and online regis-
tration can be found at lcms.org/
rstm/conference. 

past. Jesus has great joy in your life. He 
counts your life worth His own.

As Christians, we also speak up for 
the helpless. Those in the womb need 
an advocate. We confess with Scrip-
ture that God forms us in the womb. 
We confess with Scripture that life, 
from conception, is a sacred gift worth 
protecting. We confess our hope and 
joy in our Savior who became man in 
the womb. We confess that even those 
in the womb can hear the Word of God 
and believe — see John the Baptist in 
Luke 1.

While abortion continues, Christians 
keep on praying, confessing and work-
ing to end this evil. We fight the good 
fight and have confidence that victory 
belongs to the Lord of life, all life from 
womb to tomb.

In Jesus’ name. Amen.

LIFE 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6)


